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1. (currently amended) A home entertainment network, comprising: 
at least one network path; 

at least a first component having a data bus of a first bus width; 

at least a second component having a data bus of a second bus width, the second bus width 
being different from the first bus width; and 

respective network interfaces connecting each component to the network path, wherein each 
network interface includes: 

at least one data stream port; 

at least one host bus interface communicating with a host bus of the respective 
component; 

at least one network communication port communicating with a common network 
backbone; and 

at least one switch selectively connecting the network communication port to either 
the host bus interface or the at least one data stream por t, wherein each network interface 
includes at least one packetizinR/depackerizinft component between the switch and the network 
communication port and at least one internal bus establishing at least a portion of a 
communication path between, pie host bus interface and the network communication port, 
wherebv the host bus interface can communicate data directly to the, network communication 
port, bypassing the nacketizing/depacketizing component . 

2-5 (canceled). 
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6, (previously presented) The network of Claim 1 , wherein the host bus interface is configured 
to have a bus width equal to the bus width of the component with which it is associated. 

7, (original) The network; of Claim 6, wherein the component configures the host bus interface. 

8, 9 (canceled). 

10. (currently amended) First and second interfaces for communicating data in a home network 
having at least a server, a first component having a first host bus having a first bus width, and a second 
component having a second host bus having a second bus width, comprising: 

the first interface including a host bus interface configured for communicating data with the 
first host bus and having the first bus width, the first interface also having at least one data port, a 
network port correctable to the network, and a switch selectively connecting the network port to 
either the host bus interface or data port; and 

the second interface including a host bus interface configured for communicating data with 
the second host bus and having the second bus width, the second interface also having at least one 
data port, a network port connectable to the network, and a switch selectively connecting the network 
port to either the host bus interface or data port, the interfaces being identical in configuration and 
operation except for the configuration of the respective host bus interfaces , wherein each interface 
includes at least one packetizing/depacketizing component between _the_s witch and the network port, 
wherein each interface includes at least one internal bus establishing at least a portion of a 
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communication path between the_host_bus interface and the_netwnrk port, whereby the_host bus 
interface can communicate data directly to the network port, bypassing the packet! zing/depacketizine 
component s 

11. (original) The interfaces of Claim 10, wherein the host bus interface of each interface is 
configurable to have a bus width equal to the bus width of the component with which it is associated. 

12. (original) The interfaces of Claim 11, wherein the components configure the host bus interface 
of their respective interfaces. 

13. 14 (canceled). 

15. (currently amended) A home entertainment system, comprising: 

at least a first component having a first host bus with a first bus width and communicating 
with a network using a first universal network interface; and 

at least a second component having a second host bus with a second bus width and 
communicating with a network using a second universal network interface, each universal network 
interface having a respective host bus interface configurable for communicating with a component 
host bus of the respective component, the universal network interfaces being identical to each other 
at least prior to configuration of the respective host bus interfaces, wherein each universal network 
interface includes at least one data stream port, at least one network communication port 

U6S-IULAMI 
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communicating with a common network backbone, and at least one switcb selectively connecting the 
network communication port to either the host bus interface or the at least one data stream port,. 
wherein each universal network interface includes at least one packetizing/depacketizing component 
between the switch and the network communication port, wherein each universal network interface 
includes at least_one_internaI_hus establishing at least a portion of a communication path between the 
host bus interface and the network communication port> whereby the host bus interface can 
communicate data _ directly to the network communication port, bypassing the 
packetizing/depacketizing component . 

16. (original) The system of Claim 15, wherein each component configures the bus width of the 
host bus interface of the respective universal network Interface. 

17-29 (canceled). 

30. (original) The network of Claim 1 , further comprising a server having a third network interface 
communicating with the network, wherein the first component is a TV and the second component is an audio 
client component. 

31. (original) The interfaces of Claim 10, wherein die first component is a TV and the second 
component is an audio client component. 
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32. (original) The system of Claim 15, farther comprising a server having a third network interface 
communicating with the network, wherein the first component is a TV and the second component is an audio 
client component. 

33. (canceled). 
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